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SERMON 


I PREACHED: 


At St. e Andrew's church, DUBLIN; 
On the-18th of Ober, 1707. q 


© Philippians, I. xxvii. 
: Onl ly let your Converſation be, as it becometh the Goſpel of Crit 


HE Apoſtle here Exhorts the Philippians, and | 
in them all Chriſtians to conſider their Call and 
_ Profeſſion, that they are Members of Chriſts 
_ Myſtical Body the Church; that they are Ci- 
| tizens of the Heavenly and New Jeruſalem, 
_ that they are ſeperated from the genetal maſs of Mankind, 
and adopted into a peculiar People, a choſen Inhericance, 
and that therefore they ſhould walk worthy of theſe privi- 
leges and diſtinctions, that they ſhould let the World fee and 
read it in their Lives, that they are Chriſtians,” that they: 
thould hold forth the excellency of their Faith by a Ln 
and exemplary Life. 


Our Converſation here ſignifies our outward Conduct and; 
appearance in the World, that part of our Lives which falls 
under the Obſervation of others, the whole courſe of our 
Words and Actions; in all this therefore Religion muſt ſhine” 
and appear, we muſt ſo walk and 3 * I ay 
becomes the Goſpel of SO i \ 
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Ben. Inforce the-Exhortation and Duty contained in 
my Text. f SO 
"And it being notorious, that the Converſation of the Age we 
lixe in, is fat ſram 2 becames the Gofyah of co 
will, Seaandly; Conſider which maybe the bet means 
Cure, and Reform thas” Kicentiouſheſs). Immoratity and Pro. 
phaneneſs, which now prevail in the World. 
Firft,/Fhen, That all Ohriſtians are obliged to a Pious 
and Religious Couuegſat ian, is a. matter of 40 great Evidence, 
char it all freDaftzings.of oud Holy Religion; were not eor- 
rupted by ſenſual. Men. an che one hand, and by Ent huſiaſts 
on the other, it would need no Proof or Illuſtration; but 
me have ſeparated che. Chaiſtian, Faith ſnom practice, and 
porn our — — He on the Lives of Men, r 
ſore-it's: neceſſiey: tat cheſe Important Truths. ould 
be cleared and eſtabliſhed. 
And chis nam unden Conſideration will I think appear. 
Einl. Budauſe aun bleſſec Saviour bus: required tis evi- 
dene of our Eaitin anch has derlared, chat the faireſt Aeten- 
ſions ta Sanſticy and: Religion will be Vain and Empty with- 
GAG wil bus nns i 30 8978: 
The Srmon-amtheMouncischieftiabour: Moral Vertues, 
and: ſuab Impravaments. as che © Goſpel has given of chem: 
We are ſaved by Faith in Chriſt, but we muſt not poſſeſs 
this Raith im unrighirnuſneſa, but lot it ſhine forthi im a fair 
ang: exemplary Lie, ot herwiſo G. OD; willlnor Receive it. 
Mhen we halli ath appear au tlie finab Judꝑment, we ſhall 
then be Examined about the Works of Piety'and Charity, whe- 
then we have ftd:rhe: Hungry, and Claat heu the Naked'; and 
whether Religion has appeared in oun Words & Actions. 
St. James bells us; - That if any) man-pretends to be religious 
and; dat not: briiib' bis that maus roligiom if vain; 
that gun aua ume ileuinciigion lefure 6 O P, and the father i$ 
wifiteng the fatherleſs, and widows in their afflitttoaw, an to 
e himſelf unſpotted from the world. The 
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his ade. © ,,,, il. £9. 


The. Kvoltte S 
and Fxpliin this ene thi 
"with ſevere Suffering 4 ee tk 
wers of this Would were ler againſt our Refigion, and rang 
cruel methods were imployed, to ſuppreſs is, E 
"Now ſuck is che deceitfülmefs of Meds. Ha . c om 


devices were found our ts avoid falling inco Perſecution. 


Chriſtians had not Conſtaney and. Courige cnough to. ſuffer 
for their Religion, uy this Bike et, upon finding, 9 s. 
to ſhut it. Thel C onſciences we re ſo ee . 
certainty of the Chriſtian Religion, that they coùld not in 
their Fats renounce the truth of ic. Why then the Belief of 
Chriſtianity and Sacrificing to Idols muſt Be ſome way or 
other Reconciled, And purſuant to this, the diltinfiba Was 
found out of reſervin their Hearts for GOD and Chriſt; bur 
of complying with Heatheniſh Idolatry in their. Words oy 
Actions, and by this means to avoid the ragę of Perſeeution: 


1 main. part of the Hereſie of che Guoſicks, and was 


calculated to paſs faſe and caſily th ſuch fiery, Tals. 
But our great Apoſtle to the Gentiles CUTS! ſuch. Brac! 


tices to be abominable, ' for. that we are obliged ro-profeis - 


Chriſt. with our Mouths, in, our Words and. Actions, and 
that we muſt never decline acknowledging. .ouc., 1 
when we ate called toit. The Exhortarion i in my Text i 
particurlarly levelld againſt them, and St. Paul had labour 
extreamly to beat down this dangerous and growing Hate 
Our whole Life is due tp G, Chriſt. has the ſame. Claim 
to our Words and Actions, that he hath.co our Souls, and he 
mult be acknowledged 1 in all of them. 

"Tis true, Religion is an Act of the Mind, Faith is 4 Habit 
of the Soul, by which we ſubmit to, and receive Chtiſt, but if 


. thiele are fincere, they muſt influenge, out Words and, Adi. 


ons, they mult direct and, Fea our,outward.. Converſati- 
on. Chriſtianity does conſider us as diſtributedb into the ſe-· 
veral Callings and Proſeſſions of Life, and requires us to ſhow 


the. 
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the Jafuence of Religion in ell Stations and Circumſtances. 
Whither” we are” Bond or Free, Jews or Greeks, When we. 
come into the Chriſtian Church, we muſt conſcientiouſſy 
args gue propes ae and walk worthy of cur; Vr 
1 1 zi 2 An,; ogni $97: bonne 154135 
Byt Secondly, We ate obliged to 2 Chriſtian Conyerlation, 
' becauſe the Intereſt and Advancement. of our Religion ate 


- 


much concerned in it. 


Our Lives are a ſenſible Argument for the Truth & Good- 
neſs of our Religion; every Man can ſee this, and will be 
apt to take his Opinion of our Faith by it: An Holy Life 
is recommended for this very Reaſon, That Men ſecing our 
good works, may glorifie our father which is in heaven, It 
does tequire ſome degree of Learning, much Confideration, 
and a ſerious Enquiry fully ro underſtand thie Natute of our 
Religion, the Concurrence of Prophecies, and the other Evi- 
dences for the Truth of it. But an Holy Life, a Religious 
- Converſation, a ſteddy Regard to Juſtice and Honeſty in all 
our Dealings, ſuch a Goyernment of our Diſcourſe as Meek 
neſs and Charity do direct, governed Paſſions, and mortified 
Appetites; returning Good for Evil, being all things to all 
Men: Such a Converſation will give an Impreſſion to all ob- 
ſervers, that our Religion is Divine, they will readily con- 
elude, That the fountain muſt be good, where the Waters ate 
ſo ſweet. That the Tree muſt be Excellent, which ſends forth 
This under the miraculous and over. ruling Providence of 


God, was one of the Reaſons, hy Chriſtianity ſpread and 
prevailed fo faſt in the World; the Enemies of our Faith were 
loft ned, and often Converted, by obſerving Chriſtians to be 
the moſt upright Dealers, the moſt faithful Friends, the moſt 
uſeful Subjects, and ſuch as out-did All othets in good Ot- 
ices and Ads of Kindness. 
Happy were thoſe Days, and may it yet pleaſe GOD, to 
teſtore this Church to the ſame flouriſhing condition; when' 


441 | . _ 
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= Holy Reli 


opened the way to 


0 70 
Men could appeal to their Lives to ſhe the ,excelleticy of - 
their Religion, when they, could remoye all che Aſperſions of 
Envy and Malice by a fair undlemiſhed Reputation, when 
they could boldly 4 theit Enemies to ohier ve their 
Behaviour and their Actions, and could m_ with Honour 
through all theſe Trials. | 
. reproſans- our 


Ir was one of the Arts of Porſecution,.. 26 

as monſtruous and 2 dut to all 
this, the Aniwer was ſoft and convincing, and the | 
for the Chriſtians, thus addreſſed their Adverſaries, If you 
e will not take the trouble to amin our Faich, do but 
look into our Converlation among you, obſerve what lien 
+ before you, our Diſcourſe & Actions. Do we not endeavour 
to practice Virtue and Holineſs, to avoid all Sin and Wick 
** ednels, theſe cannot be the Directions of a ridiculous Iuſti· 
* tution, but of a Holy and Reaſonable Religion. 

This being obſerved by the Heathens, often broke the has: 
ry of « miſtaken Zeal; it made them inquiſitive: after the 
Chriſtian Religion, and this, with GON's provertting Graces: 

many Convert | 

The Power and Influence of - Example-is very great in We 
common judgment of Mankind, it prevents inſenſibly and 
makes deep impreſſions; when it is therefore good, it muſt vs · 
ry much advantage and recommend Religion; the good Man 
ediſies daily by his Converſation and dos ſervice to Religion. 
And if we do but conſider the particular excellency of che 
Chriſtian Spirit, an Example thus accompliſhed, could not 
fail of gaining much upon che World. Meekneſs and Chaſti- 
ty, Humility and Charity, have Beauties that will gain Ad- 
mirets, and do ne a Man bad en e 

ments oſ this World. 

And let ao Man Wi \ himſelf to be fo nale in che 
world, but that his —— will affect Religion. We 
have all Children, Neighbouts, Friends, | Servants; or Relati- 
ons, WHO may be * Aud as we 

Heli i 8 are 


(KG 
are all concerned to promote the Glory of GOD, and to 
recommend our Holy Religion to others, ſo we muſt always 
endeavour to obſerve ſuch ++ cares in the World, 46 
comes the Goſpel of Chriſt. © 
But it being Notorious; that the Converſation: of the age 
we live in, is far from being ſuch : I proceed to Conſider, 
: Secondly,” Which may be the beſt means to Cure and Re- 
form chat Licentionſneſs, Immerality, and Prophanengfr, which- 
now prevail in the World, 

.'Tis: undoubtebly the peculiar Duty of the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, to labour earneſty in this moſt neceſſary week, 
of Reformation: | They: are the 'Paſtors-of the Flock, 
feed them with ſound Docttine, and to edifie them by an | 
Holy and Exemplary Converſation. They are to. Exhort ad : 
Reprove, to be inſtant in doing it, in ſeaſon and out of ſeai- 
on; and to ſhape themſelves to the Spiritual wants of their 
People? And as'their Work is grown upon their hands by the 
great Corruption of Mens Manners, fo I beſeech GOD to 
give them Hearts to double their Care and Diligence in dif-- 
charging the ſeveral Duties of their Holy Profeſſion. - 

There was a Time when the Biſhops and Paſtors of the 
Church, as being the Church Repreſentative; had Authority 
and Credit ſufficient to beat down the Impudence of open 
e e and to give Religion ſuch marks of diſtinction 

s gained eſteem ſor ĩt among Men; the Cenſures of the 
Church, and the dreadful-Sentence' of -Excomunication had 
their juſt weight among Cheiſtians, and no Man could live 
eaſily under them; Men would quit their darling and profita- 
ble Vices, rather chan be denied the benefit of the Holy Sa- 
crament, and would avoid giving publick Scandal, rather than 
provoke the Church to ow them out of her W i 

But theſe Powers, th6 Chriſt be their Author, being Spi- 
ritual, and only Binding the Souls of Men, have thro Infi- 
delity, and other wicked Principles, loſt much of their 
* And whereas it CY reckoned a heavy Puniſh-- 

ment 


(3); 


ment to be excluded from the Lord's s Suppet, how many are. 
there, who now live in an open and ſcandalous neglect of 
this Holy Ordinance, thrò the whole courſe of their Lives. 

The Authority of che Church being thus weakened, ' we 
owe it to the merciful providence of GOD, that He has 
influenced the Hearts of our Princes and Parliaments, to 
make Laws againſt Publick Wickedneſs, and to puniſh Men 
in their Bodies, and Temporal Intereſts for being Immorat 
and Prophane. 

I take it therefore to be an excellent way to Reform, that 
Licentiouſneſs and open Impiety, which prevail in this our 
Age, to give a diſcreet and ſteddy Execution to ſuch Laws. 
And in order to give us the benefit of theſe Laws, which 
have been made by the Wiſdom and Piety of our Country, 
Two Things are Neceſſary. 

Firſt, A Spirit of Religion, a Zeal for the Honour and 
Glory of GOD in our Magiſtrates. 

Secondly, A juſt Eſteem for All ſuch, as fall be active 
and induſtrious in giving Information againſt and i in Proſe- 
cuting ſcandalous Sinners. 

Firſt, Then, A Zeal for the Hondur and Glory of GOD: 
in our Magiſtrates i is neceſſary. - 

Power was not given to the Magiſtrate, to gd the: 
Ambition and Vanity of Human Nature, or only to diſtin- 
guiſh Him from other Men by the outward Attendance and 
Circumſtances of Greatneſs, bur to promore Piety, and Pu- 
niſh open Wickedneſs. | 

St. Paul repreſents this to be the Reaſon, why May 2 
was appointed to be a Terror to the Evil; that he Ma 
ſtrate bears not the Sword in vain, that He is the Mini . 
of GOD, an Avenger to execute wrath upon Him that doth. 
Evil. And further, that this ought to be His continual Em- 
ployment; for they are Gods minifters on gears, v6 
on mou vy ing, Lü J Cy wh. ig Mk pete 
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I take it to have been the common Periuaſion and Senſe of 


Mankind, Tlut it is the Principal Duty of the Supreme Ma- 


iſtcate, and conſequently of All, who are Suberdinate to 
* to protect and promote Religion. Even the Roman 
Emperors, when Heatheniſm prevailed, preſerved that of 


Pantiſex Maximas among their Titles: And when it pleaſed 


GOD to deliver His Church from Perſecution, by the Con- 


verſion of Conſtantine the Great. This Glorious Emperour 
made it his chief buſineſs to promote the Chriſtian Religion; 
He called the Firſt General Council, to put a ſtop to lome 
dangerous Hereſies. The Empreſs. Helena Erected many 
Magnificent Churches, and our Holy Religion had all che 
Countenance and „ Which chat Powerful 


Court could give it. FRY | e 

The Holy David employed that Kingly Authority, which 
GOD. gave him, to promote the Honour and Glory of GOD ; 
his Zeal for Religion was ſo remarkable, that he is diſtinguiſh- 


ed by that extraordinary Character of being the Man after 


Gods own heart. It was Solomon's choice, That GOD would 


give him Wiſdom, which is explained by himſelf to be the 


car ef God, and keeping bis Commandments. And he was ſo 
active in promoting Piety, that we find him afterwards a 
Preacher ef it, and his Sermons will be edifying to the end 
„rr eee 

How precious are the Names of thole Religious Kings of 
Judab, luch arc Aſab, Jeheſanbat, and Hexetiab, =_ deli- 
vered their Country from Idolatry, and reſtored the pureſt 
Warſkip.of GOD; on the other hand, how odious is their 
% ado drew their People into the abominable and 
wicked Practices af the Centiles. l 
It was the Glory of; che Maccalees, That they purged: the 


Temple; and removed the Abomination of Deſolation, which 


was chere fer up h 4ntioches, And even tholc Idols, which 
prophaned the Temple of Jeruſalem, cannot be a greater Nu- 
ſance, and Abomination, than open Impiety and Prophanenefs. 


1 . 


The 


Can) 
> >, The Scripture has determined it, and the common Senſe 
61 — _—_— 3 — given by GOD 
to the Magiſtrate, is. chiefly to be Employed in promoti 
Religion, and bearing down Wickedneſs. the ns 
And certainly the Cauſe of God and Religion, do in this 
our Age, call aloud upon the Magiſtrate, to be Active and 
Diligent in diſcharging this part of his Dux. 
Ihe Vices of the Age were grown to an exceſſive height, 
and near to their full meaſure. They had confirmed them- 
ſelves by Faſhion and Reputation; Oaths and Execrations 
have been reckoned Graces & Ornaments of mens diſcourſe; 
Lewdeneſs and Licentiouſneſs have paſſed for Accompliſh- 
ments; Over-reaching a Mans Neighbour has been reckoned 
the juſt advantage of a Mans better Parts and Underſtand- 
ing, and many to whom G O D had given excellent Abili- 
ties have employed them intirely againſt him, and laboured | 
nothing more than to give fair Colours and Diſguiſes to | 
Wickedneſs : Nay, ſome Men ſeemed to have taken Hell 
by force, and have affected Vices which they were not able 
to commit. 2+ | | 
lt was ſaid of Chriſtians, in a very corrupt Age; That 
they differ d only from Heathens, in that they had a better 
Religion, and worſe Vices; and it will be, I fear, the Re- 
proach of our Times, that tho by the favourable Providence 
of GOD, we are Delivered from the Idolatry & Superſtition 
of the Church of Rome; that thd we enjoy the Chriſtian 
Religion in it's Primitive Purity, yet no Reformation appears 
in our lives; but on the contrary, That Wickedneſs has been 
impudent and barefaced, and Men have run out into all the 
exceſſes of Licentiouſneſs and Debauchery. And from hence 
proceed the many bold attempts which have been made in 
this Age, againſt the Chriſtian Faith, and Goſpel Miniftry - 
We have ſeen Scepticts Diſputing againſt the Truth of our 
Holy Religion; Socinians * the moſt Eſſential * 
5 | cies 


(12) 
eles of our Faith; and Deiſts who will nor acknowledge: 
that the Goſpel contains the Revealed Will of GOD. . 
The Authors of theſe. Extravagancies have appeared open- 

ly, they have endeavoured to zuſtiſie their Opinions in Print, 

and Arguments have been. alledged. o lpport theſe rd 
ble Follies, .. 

The Miniſters of G-Q'D's: Word, they who are to und 
between GOD and the People, they to whom is committed 
the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, have been traduced with the 
Odious Name of Priaſt-· craſt; and as taking too much upon 
them. Tis a light matter to Us to ſuffer much more in the 
cauſe of Chriſt; but it grieves Us to ſee Religion Wounded: 
thr: our ſides, tot I hope, I may be allowed ro make an 
Old Obſervation on this Occaſion, Qui Deum colit amat & 
ſacerdotes Tis an evidence of loving GOD that we love 
his Miniſters. 

J take the true reaſon of all this: to bez. chat looſeneſs of 
| Maanecs have now repreſented. For wicked men cannot be 

eaſie under the Belief of our Holy Religion, and therefore 
they take refuge in Infidelity ; they endeavour to ſatisſie their 

Conſciences, by perſuading. OAT TG that it is. _ 2 

well conttived Impoſture. 

That this is their Cale, I dare appeal to . in heir 
ſober Houts, and in thoſe melancholy ſeaſons when Death 
| flares them in the face, they are then full of. fears, that there 

will be an Aſter · reckoning, and then tremble to oonſider, how: 

ill they are provided to.ggpear before GOD: in Judgment. 

As for all the pains that have been taken ro ſupport inde 
liry by Arguments, ch, Men of Parts and Wit have engaged 
in this wicked Service, they are ſo mean and pitiful, that it 
may very well be doubted, whether the Authors of them can 
believe they have any fotce; ſure I am, they do not deſerve- 
the pains, that many Learned Men have taken to expoſe and. 
* them. Our grant — Pays to be delivered, in 


*the. 


the courſe of his Miniſtry, dom uncerfonbl, in the = 
gent of our Bibles,) abſurd and wicked Men, 1 He/. * 
Aud as we Preach the fame Goſpel, we may by ute, cle Ene. 
mies of it are alike abſurd and wicked — The beſt Anfwet 
rcherefore to ſuch impious and extravagant follies, is to 27 1 
open /mpiecty, to puniſh Licentionſuef and  Prophanencfy, 

the therefore -intreat rhe Chtiſtich Magiſtrate te apply Ame 
with Zeal to this greut Werk; let him conſider the plaiſh- 
Effects and Conſequences of Immoralig, as they ate now 
Repreſenced to Him: That our Holy Religion has been in- 
ſulted by it, and that the Holy Jeſus, the Nader e Finiſher- 
of our Faith,'/GOD Bleſſed EY 8 —— deen treated 
as 4 meer Man, wanne ter n 
bony 1 oe ſuch an execrable ** bi I, | 

Do's not Religion-call aloud for his Protection and Aſif. 
ranice, tis his Duty, and the end for which Mapiſtracy was 
put into his hand, as 1 have alteady obſerved; And den 
uch, I muſt lay it upon his Conſcience, ' to encourage Relis 
gion and execute the Laws againſt Impiety. 

Power is a Tallent commirted by GOD to the ate 
and he muſt give account at the final Judgment, how he has 
managed and improved it. It will be demanded of the Ma- 
giſtrate on that great Day, Have you exerciſed the Authori- 
ty I gave you, in the encouragement of Vittue, and the 
puniſhment: of Vice > I have raifed you above the reſt. 
of your Brethten, that Religion might have the advantage 
of your Countenance and Protection: Have You thus be- 
haved your ſelf in the higher Station of a Magiſttate? Tis. 
upon theſe Terms, and no orher, that You may expect to 
entet into the joy of your Lord. 

And to qualifie the Magiſtrate bor he difcharge* of chis 
Duty, His own Converſativ#-muſt be ſubit as Jecomts rhe SGN 
pet of Cbriſt. He muſt ſnow forth che exctilency of tlliat Re- 
ligion he profeſſes, and would encoutape, by a bright and 
fair Example; for it is with the Magiſtrate as with. the 1 


(14) 

Bae of the Gofpel, the Preaching of the one, and the Au- 
thority.. of the other can have little effect, unleſs they 
walk.worthy of their Vocation, ond. recommend Piaty * 
cheir Practiſe. 

We have ſeen already that promoting piety is the Magi- 
Arates indiſpenſible Duty, and that the growing Vices of 
the Age render it neceſſary, that he ſhould execute this Duty 


wich. Leal Kal Conleency; let me recommend the an Duty 
to Him. 


Secondly, Becauſe no other. part of his Duty can \be: per- 
formed with ſucceſs without it. | 

In the adminiſtration of juſtice, he has frequent See wag 
to "Adminiſter an Oath, by this, Differences ate ended, and 
Diſputes are determined, Men's Lives and Properties depend 
upon it; bur Juſtice will fail in theſe caſes, unleſs men live 
under. a ſence. of the fear of GOD, of. his omnipreſence. 
and infinite Juſtice; the human Laws againſt Perjury will 
reach but few Offenders, and multitudes e Wretches 

will eſcape unpuniſhed. + 

Where Irreligion and [mmoraliry prevail, that People aro 
not only ripe for GOD's Judgments, .. but, all Human Laws 
are defeated, the State will be overturned, by Treaſons, and 
Men's Properties will be every day invaded. by the ſubtil Arts 
of Fraud and Perjury, this will change the beſt Conſticution 
in the World into the vileſt Tyranny and Oppreſſion. 
We all deſire to ſec that excellent Conſtitution of Govern- 
ment, under which che favourable providence of GOD has 
placed us, preſerved and conveyed dowu to our - poſterity; 
it requires the care of every Magiſtrate, to ſecure ſuch parts 
of it, as are commited to him; no this can never ſtand. 
upon a firm and unſhaken foundation, unleſs: it be ſupported 
by Honeſty and Religion. Mien of unbridled Paſſions and 
Appetites wil be but Wolves and Bears in human ſhape, 


and a Deſert would be as Wn: a 3 AS A Rt In. 
habited by ſuch Monſters. 
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Do Magiſtrates, to whom is committed the care of their 
— deſire to ſee it proſpet, by Seeg, Piety- ad 1 a 
Reformation of Manners, we may expect this Bleſſing... This 
will engage Almighty GOD-to take us into His —＋.— 
are and Protection; by this means He will become our 
OD, and we ſhall be His People: That wonderful Pre- 
which conducted che People of {ſrael tie à Deſert, 
| And gave them Victory over their Enemies, will then watch 
over us, and make ours a Flouriſhing and Happy Country. 
Add here, that the ſeveral Virtues of a Chriſtian Life natu- 
mn tend to make a People Rich and Proſperous. tas 

It may be perhaps ſom̃e Diſcouragement to our Magiſtracy, 
to ſet about this great and neceſſary. work of Reformation; 
becauſethe Torrent of Wickedneſs, as I have now repreſented 
it, may ſeem too ſtrong for their Authority, and that they 
can have but little hopes of doing Good i in ſuch a (crooked 
and perverſe Generation. 

But I may obſerve it, to che juſt 3 of many, 
who thisday hear me, That by the zealous Oppoſition, which 
ſeveral pious Magiſtrates, and others, have given to open 
Impieiy, and Prep huneneſß, a conſiderable check has been 
already given to many Vices, which reigned among us: In- 
pudent Lemdueſß, Prophane Curſing and $ wearing; the. Ne glet 
of the Lords Day, and other crying Sins have received 155 

of Shame and Puniſhment, which our. Laws had juſt- 
ly inflicted: on them; - and. praiſed be OD, they do not 
appear with the ſame Frequency andi Aſfurance among us, as 
they did fome Years ago. And I mays further obſerve, that 
Two conſiderable. Advantages have weerued to Religion from 
fuch Proſecutions. | Firfl, That it has hindred the, evil Ex- 
ample of Sin from ſpreading, and, Sb -Encourap 
ac See Tha 


others to commit the like Wickedneſs. 2 

the Sinner being thus checked in his G W | 

- und mecting with this Diſappointment, it has abligeg 
{ome ſerious Thoughts of his Condition, and this may. 

given rbe beginning to a W Repentance. 


5 
if 


Il thereſote l bi 18 
1 take'to be eh difficult ſtep) — moſt . deſirable 
wok of Reformitthi, by - the Application aud Leal of ſome 
2 rticulat Perfohs; we may realohably expeck to ſee a conſi- 
ible Ptogrefs made in it, By the vigorous Concurrence of 
All dur Atte. There is 4 bifernds mi} cowardice in Sin. 
which wift he beaten dewn by ſuch ſteddy Oppoſition. It 
Was by Tmputilty;* and Forte other circumſtances I am not 
Willing to. 2 2 that Sin had grown up to luch exceſs a 
mong ds; and u due Exectiti6n of our Laws againſt Wicked- 
neſs will muck Ghtribute ro the on of this Evil ; be al- 
ſuted it is the canfe of 80D yen labour in, aud mmatipre 
the many difficulties which 10 0 Jour way, He wilt give 
2 ore dro "OW be GOD, very happy Conj 

e have now, pr: a appy june 
ture, for carryiug on chis greht dad glerioùs Work. 
GOD has placed a Queen over us: whoſe eminent Piety, 
and great Virtùes have rendted Her the Glory and Ornament 
of the Age we live in; She has: ſerved G00 from Her youth 
_ Kithſully, and 6035 has diſtinguiſh' d Her Reign with very 
 exttiotdinary Bleſſings, the World ſtands amazed to ſee the 
Triumphs of Her Fleets and Armies, but it is the peculiar 
Glory of Her Reign, that all cheſe Advantages are employ- 
ed to promote the Honour and Service of GOD: Tis the 
main end of that juſt Wat, in which She: is engaged, to de- 
liver Mankind ftom Stavery, and to reſcue our Proteſtant 
Brethren from Petſecutiön and Inquiſitions. She is a moſt 
lining Example of Piety, She recommends it to Her People 
by He Authority and Practiſe. She has given great evidences 
of Her Concern för Religion t Home, and in our Plantations, 
not las Her Cate been bdunded by the vaſt Extent of Her 
We oh Dominians, no, the Relief which a Generous Prince has 
5 N 7 % obtained for out Proteſtant Brethren in Sila, we 
| Prefmehas roceeded from Her Influence, and we may 

Woes dur 1 Btethten in Aude and! other 
4 Ooustries, 


Were een Case 
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aneries,. again -Eſtabliſhed, under Her, protection, In a 


word. GOD bas zail 1 up for the grear Wotk of Refor- 
wation, and may not our Sins dep 
aeeompliſhed. | 


now Prefides over this Kingdom, is a juſt 6 eoiy "hi 
464.4 


Great Original. 


And now let us ſuppoſe our Civil Magiſtrates to be Active 


and Careful in carrying on a Reformation of Manners. To give 
the Laws againſt Inmorality and Prophanenefs their due Ef- 
R ( ( a. 
Serondly, Perſons animated wich Zeal, and a juſt concern 

for Religion, to give the Magiftrate Intormation” againſt 
Debauched and Immoral Perſons, in order to bring them to 
Puniſhment, Theſe are neceſſary Inſtruments to carry on this 
great Work; by their Conſtancy and Piety it will proceed, 
to that in GOD's good time 1 appear by our Lives, that 
we are a Chriſtian People; by their diligence the Tecrer com- 


binations of Wickednels will be laid open; by their Reſolu- 


the biggeſt Sinners. will be brought 269%. aug bark willÞ 
called before the Magiſtrate, . The Work being great wil 
require mavy to aſſiſt in it, and as ſome have already aſſoci- 


ared themſelyes in this Service, and have by this means 
given ſome ſtop to the overflowing of Si and Prophanenef, 


io hope their Numbers will encreaſe daily, and chat they 
will be ſupported by all ſuch, as have a Zeal and Conceth 


for Religion. | GARHIETAAUE- QC aces iel hoe 
It ſeems to me, incumbent on all good Chriſtians to do 
this; the Great ſhould protect them, the Rich mould mini. 
ſter to the expence of Proſeeutions, and every one ſhou 
preſerve a due eſteem for them. But here à mighty Objee 


And as the Authority given to our Magiſtrates, is derived 


* a "_ 


Jidered, 


and ſecurity. of going unpuniſhed. 


-. * ", 
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on is thrown in the way, which I fear has hindred many 
well-meaning perſons from putting their hands to this moſt 
deſirable Work, and has already brought ſome reproach up- 
on ſuch as have appeared active againſt publick Sinners, and 


—— 


That is, the imputation of being Informers. . 


Jo remove the difcouragement, that Men of Zeal & Piety 


{ 


may receive from this Imputation, I deſire ir may be Con- 


* 


_ Firſt, That by the Relation we bear to one another as 
Chriſtians, being Members of Chriſts myſtical- Body, - and 
obliged to have the ſame love and tenderneſs for each other, 
as there is between the Members of the Natural Body; be- 
ing obliged to watch over the Soul of our Brother, and to 
help him forward in his way to Heaven; being commanded 
not to ſuffer din upon our Brother, but by all means to reco- 
ver him ftom the ſnare of rhe Devil. It follows, I think, 


from theſe Relations and Engagements, That when the Sin- 


ner is deaf to the gentler methods of Ad monition and Re- 


proof, when we cannot orherwile ſtop his going on in the 
Broad Way, which leads to eternal Deſtruction, that we 


ought to accuſe him before the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, and by 
this means reſtrain his unbridled Appetites; for he may 


value his Money, his Liberty, or the being expoſed to pub- 
lick Shame and Puniſhment, who does not conſider the 


much ſtronger Arguments for leading a Religious Life. 
And by doing this, we may be the bleſſed Inſtruments 


of ſaving his Soul; thus we may poſſibly bring him to Re- 


pentance, as St. Pauls cenſure did the Inceſtuous Corinthian. 
We ſhall by this means hinder at leaſt the inſection of an 
evil Example, and take away the finners vain confidence 
From which we may obſerve, That what the World would 
traduce with the odious Name of being an Informer, is a 
riſtian Practice, and incumbent on Us, in vertue of out 
Chriſtian Relation. RAR N20 39% $0994.25) N 
5 | - But 


of 


* v 
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Bot Secondly, Let it be further confidered, That the World 
would difolye, 1 mean, the beſt conſtituted | Governments 
world fall into che utmoſt Confuſion and Diſörder, tinlefs 
Men will inſorm againſt Offenders ; The State wh ickly 
be over-fet with Treaſons, unleſs Witneſſes would Jakem 
againſt fuch Criminals, and bring them to Juſtice z Our Streets 
would ſoon be filled with Murders, Rapin, and Injuſtice, un- 
lefs the Sword of the Magiſtrate were applied to puniſh fuch 
Enormities; and this cannot be done, unleſs there be In- 
formers to Accuſe and Convid them. And by this it ap» 
pears chat the practice of Informing is neceſlary.. __ -. | 
Thirdly, Therefore, ſeeing it is both Chriſtian and NeceS 
ſary to be an Informer in proper Caſes, and to accuſe Wick- 
ed Men before the Magiſtrate, however a corrupted World 
may Cenfute or Traduce you for it, it will be your comfore; 
that our Chriſtian Relation requires us to do it, and that fog 
the preſervation of Mankind it is neceſſary,  - , + 
Wicked Men are biaſſed againſt Religion, and make an 
unfair judgment in fuch'Caſes ; thus we lee it commended 
| for an act of Honour and Bravery to fight a Duel, and you 
ir is plainly againſt the Laws of the Goſpel, a dice& violation 
of rliat precepr of our Lord, which commands Us to forgive; 
not to refent an Injury. In the Language of Sinners, he: is 
reckoned an Honeſt Man, who runs into the greateſt exceſſes 
of Debauchery ; whereas he deſerves the vileſt Name that 
2 15 given him, being a heinous Sinner in the ſight of 
Fuurtiih, Titerefore, let it be conſidered, That as you at6 
cenſured by Wicked Men, only for being Inſotmers in the 
Caſe before Us; ſo on the other hand, you will have the 
_ praiſe of GOD, your own Conſcienges, and all ſober cor 
dering Men will highly commend you for it. Tis eyery 
Man's Duty, no doubt, to preſerve: a goed 2 
00d Name is very deſirable ; hut then it is to the Goed and 4 
Wiſs, to the Virtuous and Religious We are to approve _ 
* | our 


* 
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our ſelves, tis their good eſteem we are to deſire and value; 
We muſt not court any Mans Commendation at the expence 
of a good Conſcience, or give up our Innocency, to gain his 
Character of Honour and Honeſty. The World may be ſo 
deſperately wicked, (I wiſh it be not our caſe,) that a man 
fall be loaded with Cenſures and Reproaches, becauſe he 
endeavours ſtrictly to obſerve the Laws of GOD, and to 
lead a Chriſtian Life. I think it is very natural it ſhould be ſo, 
for a bright example of Virtue ſtands. before the profligate 
Sinner, as a continual Reproof; and whenever he gives his. 
Conſeience an opportunity of converſing with him, it will 
laſh and reproach him with Arguments drawn from ſuch a. 
beautiful Object; and as the Virtuous Man is ſuch an eye- 
 foretohim,he will endeavour to blacken him with Calumanies- 
and falſe Aſperſions. From hence it proceeds, that the Li- 
bertines of this Age will allow Virtue to be nothing more, 
than Vice well covered, and diſguiſed under - fairer colours. 
It muſt not therefore ſurprize thoſe, who aſſiſt in the work 
of Reformation, if they meet with ill uſage from ſuch men. 
But Fifthly, Let it be further conſidered, that it is the Ar- 
tifice of che Devil, and the Contri vance of wicked Men, thus 
to cenſure and aſperſe you ; the Devil is very induſtrious to 
ſecure his captive Sinners, wicked Men. are in a continual 
Plot againſt their own true Intereſt, and had much rather lie 
under the lethargy of Sin, than to be awakened to ſee the 
Evil of their ways, and to be brought to Repentance; and- 
for this rea ſon they will be angry with you, when you 
would ſepaxate them from their darling Luſts, and tear theſe 
Vipers from̃ their boſom. ö . 
But Sixthly, If it ſhall pleaſe GOD to make this an oc- 
caſion of their Repentance, and bring them to a better mind, 
chey will then thank, love, and admire you, and eſteem you, 
whappou truly are, their beſt Friend. They will then hate 
their Companions in Iniquity, and ſuch as flattered them in 
theit Sins, and will always eſteem you for their Benefactors. 


Being. 


Being puniſhed for a Mans Sins in this Life, is like taking; 
Phyſick, and being under Afflictions, tho they are bitter and 
ungrateful, when Men paſs thro them; yet when the good 
effects of Reformation follow, when Religion, which is the 
Health of the Soul is Recovered by it, we then look upon 
the hand who adminiſtred the bitter Potion with. joy and 
ſatisfaction. | 8 4 ; air 
wicked Men are repreſented in Scripture in the trueſt co 
lours, as not having the uſe of their Eyes; or Zars, as void 
of Underſtanding, nay, as Dead and Buried; no wonder 
then, if when they are under theſe Incapacities, they make 
a wrong Judgment of you, and every thing elſe, but when 
it ſhall pleaſe GOD to make you inſtruments of recovering 
their Senſes, and of reſtoring their Underſtanding, of taiſing 
them from the Grave and Death of Sin, you may then be 
aſſured, they will love and eſteem yo. 
I may now ſaſely infer from what has been ſaid, That the 
Imputation of being Intormers, which will be given to you 
only by wicked Men, thould be no Diſcouragement to you; 
in going on with chis· bleſſed and neceſſary work of ö 
ing Men's Manners. Sure I am. that in this you follow the 
Apoſtles Direction in my Text, this part of your Converſation- 
is ſuch, as becomes the Goſpel of Chri rtf. 
And that you may proceed in it with the better 
F earneſtly recommend to you the following Directions. 
Firſt, That you put on the Arinour of Conſtancy and Re» 
ſolution, to meet all the Difficulties. or Diſeouragements, 
which may lie in your way. Tis certainly the Work of 
60D you labour in, tis. the Cauſe of the Lord you are ad- 
vancing. For however theſe Expreſſions have been milapplied 
to cover the deſigns of Faction and Rebellion; tis the com- 
mon Senſe of Mankind, all the Diviſians of Chriſtians agree 
in it, chat to beat dowry Amworality and Prophanenefs;" td pu- 
niſh the Impudence of publict Wickedneſs,-are highly accepta- 
ble to GOD, that who labour in it, do Him Service, and 


mall reecive a Reward for it. | # 


IS 


20 ſupport. me wit? Am not! doing 
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Ano you will meet with many Difficulties, in executing 
the Laws againſt open .Zapiety ; the publick Oppoſition of 
lome . others; the Frowns' of 
ſome, and the Cenſurt oi many; but theſe are of the Offences, 


which our Bleſſed Lord tells us mn needs come; and conſi- 


dering how Wick edneſs abounds in the World, and how un- 


willing wicked Men are to part with their Vices, it cannot 
be ocherwiſs in the common courfe of things: Take therefore 


gpod heart and courage, my Brethren, from the powerful 
Grace of God, and from the following Meditations. 
Am not 1 upon 


the Work of GOD, and is not He able 
good to the Souls of 
Men, and promoting theiv eternal Imereſt, thb they have 
not Eyes de ſee this, not Hearts to underſtand it : Did not 

my: Bleſſed Saviour paſs thrd the Contradiction of Sinners, 
— luſfer infinite Indigaities for my ſake? and has he not 
-commanidedi ma to follow His Example, in loving my Bro- 
ther. Did not the Hoty Apottles refiſt pneo Blood, and fuf- 
fer. Martyrdom: with joy, chat they might be the Inſtru- 


ments of Reforming a Wicked Wortd> Why thall I then be 


Diſcoutaged by the fofter Names of an Inſonmer, a Buſie 


Body, od à Pretender 10 Piety. Tis not a  Dilpured 


that I am engaged in, tis not a matter indiſſerent, or of li 
ile moment: No ſarely,. tis of thoſe good things, about 
which the Apoſtle: has directed us to be always 


afſcctecl. If I am undes a juſt fence ofthe fear of GOD, of 


His Power and Authority over the Sons of Men, I cannot 
beat wo ſee His 


Holy: Name Profaned, to fee His Holy Laws 
Hampled on, and openly Broken. I will — 
endeavours. to Vindicate the Honour ob GOD, and nos fub- 
So Wick edneſs w Triumph in the World, Þ will endeavour 
to bear ic down by thefe' Temporal Pudiſhatents which, are 
mot likely to aſfect the Sinner. I will by no means ſuffer 
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agen I would due fuch as labour in the Work off 
Reformation, to have their Converſation ſüuch ar becomes: the 


ety 
There is a baſcneſs FR SIBLE TTY will be ready. to n 


—— be exceeding careſul not to give any occaſion; to the 
aſſaults of Envy and Malice. You muſt walk circumſpectly 
as in the Day, as being in the open view of a Malicious and 
Cenſorious orld; You muſt conſider, That you have to 
deal with a crooked and perverſe Generation, and that your 
2555 and . muſt be ſuited to theſe Cireum- 
nces. 

And in the Nature * the thing, He who wand Reform 
his Neighbour, muſt nor be rite with. the Sin he con- 
demns : He cannot ſee clearly, that is, wich the Honeſty 


and Sincerity of a good Chriſtian, to tate rhe moat out of his- 


| Brothers Eye, who has a beam in his own Eye: What renders 
your practiſe commendable, is the noble principles by which 
it is Influenced, the Glory of ' GOD, and your Charity to 
the Souls of Men; and theſe muſt ſhine out 12 an exemplary 
\ Converſation. And if you are truly under the Power of 
theſe Principles, you will begin with Reforming your ſelyes. 
Tis the Character of a Hypocrite, to make a ow of Re- 
ligion, when his Heart is far ſtom it; tis from ſuch Men- 
that Religion has received the moſt dangerous Wounds, for 
when Hy pocriſie has been laid open, Wicked Men have tak- 
en the occaſion to harden themſelyes, and inſult Religion. 


Thirdly, 1 would adviſe you to bewüte of that nd 


pride, into which the Opinion of your being Reformets, and 


better then other Men, may betray you, The ſeveral 'Cir- 
cumſtances of this Life are ern to their leveral temptati- 
ons: The Devil, our vigilent Adveriary, and long practiced 
in the arts of deceiving, will aſſault us in that part whickt is 
weakeſt, and liesmoſt * „and to ſuch as labour inReform- 


ods 7 0 rift to Preſerve an Unblemilh' d Reputation ot 


up againſt you in unjuſt Accuſations, and ſor this Reaſon vo 


ing 
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ing others, the Tempter wiltſuggeſt, that thoy are the Elec of GOD, | 
that they ate gone ſurther, into a courſe of Plety, and are prown up to 
 perſeQtion and this may fill Mens Hearts with Pride and anity. 
"Theſe ſwellings of corrupted Nature muſt be beaten down, by con- 
ſidering that Humility is one of the great Virtues of our Holy Reli- 
- glon,thar our Great Apoſtle St. Tutto ke went thro al the dangers 
of his Apefttcſhip, and Hbouted more abundantiy than they All, yet 
tumbled himſelf to the Conſeſſion of being one of the greateſt of Sin- 
ners; and that the Blefſed Jeſus has Himſelf determined it, that chere 
eee ee ene ee e 
© Fourtbly,” Let me direct you, that your Proſecutions againſt open 
Wickedneſs may appear not to proceed from any private Pique, Hatred, 
or Relentment againſt any Mans perſon; and where there may be a 
pretence for ſuch exceptions againſt any of you, let the Proſecution be 
mapaged by another hand: Let the World ſee, they are Mens Vices, 
that Jou ſet your, ſelves againſt, and that theſe only are the Objects of 
your Proſecution. ' Shew' therefore to ſuch, wheſe Vices you would 
puniſh)” other real good Offices of Kindneſs and Friendſhip, as. indeed 
curing them of their Vices is the greateſt, if they had but Hearts to 
underſtand it. When they ſee you act with regard only to the ends now 
mentioned, the Glory of GOD, and the Salvation, of their Souls, 
this will melt them into an eſteem for you; for a generous diſintereſted © 
Virtue has charms in it, that can ſcarcely be reſiſted, and it could hot 
fail of being always valued, if wicked Men did not traduce and mi- 
“% T 0 DIA. | CSR EER,) 
What then remains, but to beſeech Almighty GOD,” That He will 
lay that plague of Sin and Wiekedgeſs, which has overſpread our 
Land; and reſtbre that Spirit of Piety and Holineſs, Which once ador- 
ned the Chriſtian Church, that having reformed our Doctrine, purg- 
ed our Creeds, and recovered our Bibles, He will alſo with his Grace 
purific and cleanſe our Hearts. That He will give us Re] : om Ma- 
giſtrates who will employ. their Authority to encourage Piety, and 
puniſh Vice; that we may abound in the Love of Him, «and of our, 
Neighbour; that He will make us watchful over one anothers. Souls, 
that ſo we may go on the more cheerfully in our Chriſtian Race, and 
jo Glory, and Immortal Ha Mor ever, Ane. 
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